
























































































WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

July 23, 2007 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Madam Chair, is it alright if Skippy comes up and--

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. Ijust called him, yeah. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: --addresses some of this, please? Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: No, you can stay there. Maybe you can just stand right there, Skippy. 

MR. HAU: Hi. Good morning. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Good morning. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Just for the record, Skippy,--

MR. HAU: Okay. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: --identify yourself. 

MR. HAU: I'm Skippy Hau. I'm with the Division of Aquatic Resources. I guess one of the 
things I've been focusing on in my research in lao Stream a lot, I guess an update, like 
even this week. Up until this past week with the rains I had maybe three days flow from 
the whole year and then this week maybe added another three more days of flow. This 
morning I collected opae, I had one oopu. and one prawn in the stream right by Sack' n 
Save, and that was just checking. But that's what I've always known because by 
checking when the stream does flow the animals are trying to get up. And last week what 
was surprising was that I even had a adult prawn trying to crawl up the concrete run. But 
it's interesting because the animals do want to come up the stream and I think the only 
animal that I've seen that can't make it up would be the hiiwai. The hiiwai in lao would 
just stay down by the mouth. 

Although they could come up there are difficulties as well as the concrete run, they 
wouldn't be able to, they move too slow. Whereas, the opae and the oopu and the hinana 
would be able to move up a lot faster and possibly get up to parts of the stream where it 
does flow. So, well, I guess what I also been trying to stress for lao Stream is that with 
the channelized stream I understand why Public Works pushed to get the flood stream 
project because of the destruction and flooding. However, we lose the water recharge. 
And that's something that I've kind of tried to stress that we need to take into 
consideration the whole ecological effects for the whole watershed and that's the water 
recharge, especially now when we're in a drought. That's what, I think if we restore 
water, I think we were talking about scenarios where we restore water for weeks or days 
or months. When the stream has been diverted for so long, we need to get back a 
saturation level. So it may take a while for everything to get saturated. As well as what 
would be interesting is to even see how much water would eventually stabilize and 
hopefully what you'd see instead of the graph you sort of see this decline in water 
recharge. Hopefully, you'd start to see it just leveling off. Once it flattens and it 
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stabilizes then I think it will be a much better situation. Right now I think more water we 
put I think it'll probably go into the ground. And not, you know, in addition that's what 
we want to find out with the research. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. Any other questions for Skippy Hau? 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: No. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Ms. Baisa? 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: No. Not for Skippy. Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Thank you for being here, Skippy. Okay. So other questions for USGS? 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Ms. Baisa. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Earlier in your presentation there was a quick mention of sugar 
and recharge. Can you repeat that statistic again? 

MR. TRIBBLE: The, the way that sugar used to be irrigated was that open furrows basically 
were, were flooded with water, and by virtue of doing that a lot of water got, got past the 
root zone of the sugar crop and recharged the aquifer. More recently the, when the drip 
irrigation method is used it's, it's much more efficient in terms of its water use, and so 
not as much water then goes down and, and recharges the aquifer. Is that, and, and I'm 
sorry that's about as quantitative as I can get. Delwyn might be able to help me. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Do we know what that percentage is of what gets down there? 

MR. OK!: Yeah. There have been estimates in terms of the efficiency of drip and furrow. 
Typical estimates were that in the furrow irrigation method maybe about half of the water 
was actually consumed by the plants. Whereas, in the drip irrigation method maybe 70 or 
80 percent. So we, we are about to put out a report on the, the water budget for Central 
and West Maui which will describe and, and give you actual numbers as to how much the 
recharge has been reduced over time because of the change in cultivation practice. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: I would be very interested in that. One of the reasons why this is 
setting off a alarm in my head is the recent talk about biofuels and mention that maybe 
ethanol from sugar might be the biofuel of choice. Because it's here, sugar is here, easy 
to grow, we know how, it's Hawaiian, and if it's going to affect our water a lot, then 
maybe we need to think about that. 
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CHAIR ANDERSON: You know, I think also that there are different types, you know, there's 
more high fiber cane that could be grown for ethanol that uses way less water than cane 
that's grown for sugar. But, yeah, the irrigation method really does affect the recharge. 
Any other questions on that line or other questions? Ms. Baisa, you? 

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: No thank you. I, that, that's about as much, we need to wait for 
your water budget. Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Well, that, that's what my question was going to be is on the water 
budget. What exactly is it that you're going to be providing in that report? 

MR. TRIBBLE: There will be a series of maps showing the amount of recharge in different 
areas of West Maui ... (change tape, start 3A) . .. and, and Central Maui. The maps will, 
will show different amounts of recharge over time and then there'll be some graphs that 
basically summarize the total in different sectors of the island, the total recharges 
exchanged over time. And then there'll be some scenarios of--based on some historic 
drought--of how recharge might change over drought periods. Did you review that? I 
was hoping that it would be posted on the web by the time I got here but that's not 
happened. But it's, the report has been laid out and it's darn close. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Good. We'll all be anxiously awaiting that. One other thing ... any other 
questions on that, Members, on the budget? I did pass out this morning, it should be on 
your desk top--I gotta find mine--it's the report from US Environmental Protection 
Agency on climate change in Hawaii. And it's pretty scary, Members. You know, we're 
all talking about drought right now as if it's an anomaly of some kind that, you know, it 
happens every year and I think it's going to happen more and more. And this report that 
US ... USEP A did kind of confirms that. And I wanted to bring that to everyone's 
attention because we got to look at the big picture, not just, you know, what, what are we 
going to do for the next year in this water crisis? But what are we going to do in the next 
ten years and 20 years and 50 years in developing viable water resources that our 
community can depend on? So, Members, you all have seen that report. 

I just want to for the record, you know, they break it down, I might add this report is not 
easy to find. It took me, well, I spent three hours trying to find it myself and I even had 
the report number and I still couldn't get it. And then somebody else found it for me 
after another two-hour search. So I think what I might do is put this on the website, the 
County's website so those of you who are interested in seeing this report I'll have it 
underneath our Water Resources Committee website so that you can take a look at it. But 
they break it down as to what this climate change, and of course, we're talking about 
global warming, folks, and they use the term "climate change". It's specific to the 
Hawaiian islands. I just want to read ... they break it down as to what the effects will be 
on, well, they give you a general breakdown on what climate change is and greenhouse 
gases and all of that. But then they, specific to Hawaii, they look at the future climatic 
changes and what those impacts would be on human health, coastal areas, water 
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resources, on our agricultural lands, forests which are very important because they are, 
our rain forests are what draw the rain clouds so that's important and then on ecosystems. 

And I just wanted to read one, I think, maybe a summary under "Water Resources" so 
that people know what we're talking about. And then I'm going to ask USGS to give us 
some comment on this. Under "Water Resources", it says that Hawaii's water resources 
are very susceptible to prolonged droughts. During these periods, low rainfall and stream 
flow often lead to increased usage of groundwater which causes groundwater levels to 
decline and increases the likelihood of saltwater intrusion. Severe droughts also result in 
crop damage, livestock losses, and water use restrictions. Under water. .. under warmer 
climates the variability of climate is expected to increase which could lead to more 
frequent and intense droughts. 

You know, we got to be cognizant of the big picture. So, Mr. Tribble, do you have any 
comments you'd like to share with us on this? 

MR. TRIBBLE: I don't have anything to, to add to that. I think there's a lot of uncertainty but I 
think that the general consensus within the climate community is that we will be facing 
increased variability and as they say that one aspect of that is longer and perhaps more 
serious droughts. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So we have to recognize that in our water planning. Any comments from 
anybody? 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Yeah. I just got one. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. Mr. Pontanilla. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Thank you. We just came back from a conference and I 
attended the water side of the conference. And it's not only Hawaii that faces the same 
problem in regards to drought. The total continental United States is facing that same 
problem. One of the things that Mr. Tribble talked about is rainstorms. Short period, 
heavy rainstorms and maybe we should consider what Mr. Duey has been advocating for 
a long time, providing more storage to capture some of this water. And, and it's going to 
be costly, and you know, that's something that we need to really, really take a look at. 
Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. And I think the Department is doing that. I mean we've got two 
tanks, two tanks going in, increasing storage, the Kamole clear water tank. And, yeah, 
and what this report says is that the rainfall patterns are going to change too. So, you 
know, we, we can't necessarily fall back on historical data and expect it to transfer into 
the future. Because the way the climate change is happening we can't necessarily depend 
on what the past told us. 
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VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Madam Chair. I, too, did not attend the conference, these, my 
colleagues attended. I went to the AWW A conference in Toronto. And I'll even 
elaborate more, it's not even just a United States problem, it's a global problem, it is all 
over. But the other areas that we may need to focus in on our plan is conservation, 
building conservation, building better efficiently used systems like grey water and all 
these other systems that are out there. We cannot just continue talking about it, we've got 
to mandate it. I think that's what we need to be moving into. Because being, everything 
being equal and let's say that all of the historical data is thrown out and we go into the 
future and it's all changed. If we're proactive in approaching this and not wait to be 
reactive, I think we'll be a real step ahead like this Council has shown as far as the 
County is concerned when it comes to fiscal areas. 

Well, water is a big, big part of our life so let's be fiscally conservative with our water. 
And let's institute changes now, mandate the charges, we'll pay a little more today but 
we'll all be better off tomorrow for it. So that's my whole take on this is that back at, 
back at our conference there are many, many, many means of looking at alternatives of 
conserving water. Okay. We know we have water resources that are limited so, and 
looking at alternatives and we talk about reclaimed water, well, Singapore and many 
other places in the world uses reclaimed water to the point of potable water. Now it is 
not inconceivable that one day we may have to get to the near points of doing that with 
our water systems but I hope that we never get to that point. I hope that we can find 
means to do, use our reclaimed water for agricultural and all these other things we were 
talking about which will help recharge our system and make our potable water in other 
areas more viable. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Chair? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Ms. Baisa. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Yeah. I'd like to comment on this also. I had the opportunity to 
attend the water asset management segment at the NACo conference and found it very, 
very interesting. It really gave me a new perspective. The perspective in that room was 
not about what we don't have and how do we get more, but what do we do with what we 
have. And I found that very refreshing because, you know, what sometimes what you see 
is what you get or what you have is what you got. And so you've got to make good use 
of it. And there were many cities around the Country who are dealing with what we're 
dealing and they have come up with wonderful conservation plans and I'm anxiously 
looking forward to our water conservation plan which I hope will arrive shortly. 

And it started .. .I brought home a video which I'll be happy to share with you. It came 
with a book and a video - folks in my office are looking at it. As soon as they're pau I'll 
give it to you because you should really have it. And these are major cities like 
Miami-Dade and, you know, big cities. And they have conservation plans for the next 20 
years and they are going to delay having to worry about new sources for a long time 
because they have such an elaborately laid out conservation plan. They start with the 
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purchase of equipment and lines and reservoirs and materials to make sure that they buy 
the very best, that it's the most durable with the least maintenance even though it may 
cost them more. They look at everything that's leaking, and we do have that problem 
here with reservoirs and old lines and a lot of the water just, you know, dripping away 
because it's not being contained in things that keep it okay like leaky lines and leaky 
reservoirs. They require everybody to have low flow fixtures. It's not optional. It's got 
to be done. 

And I thought there was a very interesting perspective in addition to things that 
Councilmember Victorino talked and they said, you know, if you look at the way we look 
at water we have traditionally looked at it as a very low cost item to the household. I 
don't know about you guys but it's my, my lowest bill, the water bill. My electric bill is 
much, much bigger and they said yet we all save water, it's so important, water is the 
source of life and we pay the least for it. And we've done that and that's the perspective 
we have and we have to change it. We may have to pay a little bit more so that we can 
take care of what we have and build better things and have better reservoirs and do a 
better job of maintenance. And they also sock it to their big users, if you are using a lot 
of water you're going to pay a lot more for it. And I notice our Department is tending to 
go that way and we may have to do it a lot more to reward those who are conserving and 
using, you know, doing a better job of conservation. So anyway it was a really 
interesting thing, there was a lot of good material and it was well worth the time spent. 
Thank you. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. I think that conservation is as, actually I think conservation is 
more important at this point than new source development. Because it is only using the 
water that we currently have in a more wise fashion. And there's certainly room for that 
to happen. And I'm not talking about low flow toilets. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Everything. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: I'm talking about, you know, let's, let's get that 70 percent of the 
reclaimed water that's not being used on the West Side out to the hotels and, and let them 
replace the potable water they're using for landscaping and irrigation with the reclaimed 
water. And same thing in South Maui, we're only using a small percentage of the 
reclaimed water down there. And it certainly would be to the advantage of everybody if 
we stopped injecting that water that's full of nutrients into the near shore area which is 
affecting our reef system. And, you know, everything affects everything else and you 
never know when you're going to affect a keystone species or a keystone element within 
an ecosystem, and next thing you know no more sand on our beaches. I mean it could be 
devastating. And when you read this climate report, it's pretty scary in the fact that we 
live on an island and the water is going to rise and it's going to affect everybody along 
the shoreline including our beaches, not just structures, but the viability of our beaches, 
and then how, how is that going to affect the industry that we depend on? 
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You know, I don't want to scare anybody but, you know, USEPA put this out so let's hear 
what they say. Possible responses to sea level rise include building walls to hold back the 
sea, allowing the sea to advance and adapting to it, and raising the land, i.e. replenishing 
beach sand, elevating houses and infrastructure. Each of these responses will be costly, 
either an out-of-pocket cost or in lost land and structures. For example, the cumulative 
cost of sand replenishment to protect the coast of Hawaii from a 20-inch sea level rise by 
the year 2100 is estimated at $340 million to $6 million ... $6 billion. However, sand 
replenishment may not be cost effective for all costal areas in the State and costs may 
also be lower although some coastal areas would be inundated. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Chair? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Mr. Pontanilla. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Just a fast question for Mr. Tribble. Ms. Baisa just 
brought up something that, you know, I was always interested in, in regards to leak 
detection. Do you guys make a study in regards to how much water is lost from the well 
area to a specific point? 

MR. TRIBBLE: Short answer for that is no. Once water gets into a distribution system it's 
really beyond our purview and expertise. We're not, we're not engineers. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONTANILLA: Okay. And the reason why I bring it up is that if we're 
losing, you know, a million gallons a day, you know, it's a million gallons that's going to 
be, I guess, recharged into the aquifer. So maybe Mr. Deputy Director can provide us 
that information if, if you do have that info with you? 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: I don't. 

COUNCILMEMBER PONT ANILLA: Okay. Thank you. Maybe we can request that, Chair. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. Let's do that. You know, the other thing on that is how much 
water is lost in the ditch systems from leaks? And, you know, that is immense. So, so 
we are working on the conservation plan as well as the drought guidelines, Members. 
We were hoping to have the guidelines brought in or brought up-to-date rather by the 
Department. But it's my understanding they weren't able to finish it. So we'll be taking 
it up at the next meeting. As I said, there was a resolution passed in 1998 by the Board of 
Water Supply and they established guidelines for drought watch, drought warning, 
drought emergency, and then how you go back. Once it's an emergency you're 
restricting the amount of water flow, I mean, excuse me, you're restricting the amount of 
water use. 

So we're trying to tie up that so that we can get something updated and it really does 
work hand in hand. Conservation, you know, we did get something from the Board but 
we're working on extending it because we do need to do more than just low flow and 
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watering at certain times of the day. So if I could ask ... USGS, thank you very much for 
being here. We really appreciate your ... all the hard work you're doing and I think Maui 
County is kind of getting favored attention from USGS and we really appreciate it. 
Although we are contributing and that may be why too. But we look forward to the 
report that you're going to be having in the next month. 

MR. TRIBBLE: Thank, thank you, Madam Chair. And it's been a pleasure to be here, 
answering any questions. And we're, we're always willing and available to come back 
and, I think if, if, you know, there are specific things, you know, when the water budget 
report comes out if you want a short briefing from that from the author we can get him 
here. I, I took this one because its been like, we ought to start, it had been a while before 
we been here and I wanted to start with a broad overview. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Great. Thank you very much. Thank you very much, Dr. Oki, we 
appreciate it. So, Members, we only have a few minutes left and, and we have Lieutenant 
English from the Fire Department here who's waited patiently. And I'd like to get him to 
come up and respond to some comments about fire flow so we can get that on the record. 
And I also would like to ask, while, while Scott is coming up, our Deputy Director is here 
with us today and he's been around for some time. So I have a question. You know, on 
the Water Use and Development Plan there are various scenarios for future water 
development. And one of, one of the possibilities is desalinization. And I have a 
handout from '05, actually it's a CIP list and it says that the County contracted with 
Brown and Caldwell to do a desalinization feasibility study and that the study was 
scheduled to be completed in mid-February '06. Could you give us any comment on that, 
Mr. Yamashige, and, and if we could get a copy of that? 'Cause the Council hasn't seen 
it. 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: Yes. I believe the report is completed. There's two alternatives, I guess, 
the study addressed. One was treating brackish water. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Got to use your mic, Eric. 

MR. Y AMASHIGE: One was treating brackish water and one was treating saltwater from the 
ocean. And the, the prices or the cost per thousand was somewhere in the four or five 
dollar per thousand range for brackish water and about ten dollars a thousand for 
seawater. You know, going through what we're experiencing it's something that we may 
see a lot sooner than we initially thought. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Could you forward that report to the Committee please? 

MR. YAMASHIGE: Yes. We will. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Great. Thank you. So Lieutenant English you heard the discussion 
during testimony regarding fire flow. Do you have any comments? 'Cause Mr. Starr 

- 52 -



WATER RESOURCES COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Council of the County of Maui 

July 23, 2007 

seemed to think that in ag land fire flow needed to be 500 gallons per minute, is that 
correct? 

MR. ENGLISH: Thank you, Madam Chair. Yes. Last year in July 1, 2006 when we adopted 
the 1997 Uniform Fire Code, we amended the section for the water use for fire 
protection. And basically we adopted the 2002 standards that the Water Department had 
out so when they adopted their standards we will be consistent. And basically it was, we 
upped the agricultural zoning district from 250 gallons a minute to 500; we, the rural 
sector from 400 gallons a minute to 1,000; and that the rest of the zoning all remain the 
same. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: All of, all of it remains the same, except, I'm sorry. 

MR. ENGLISH: The, we, the agriculture zoning area before we adopted the Code in 
July 1,2006 was still set at 250 gallons a minute. We adopted, when we adopted the 
Code, we upped the agricultural use from 250 to 500 gallons a minute for a two-hour 
duration. And the only other change was rural from 400 gallons a minute to 1000 gallons 
a minute. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Rural from 400 to 1,000? 

MR. ENGLISH: Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And then the urban standards don't change? You said everything else is 
the same? 

MR. ENGLISH: Yes. Residential, apartments, and business area all remain the same. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And what are those? 

MR. ENGLISH: Residential is 1,000 gallons a minute. As far as the hydrant spacing, it all 
remained the same. Ag and rural the hydrant spacing is still set at 500 feet. Residential 
it's 1,000 gallons a minute, hydrant spacing at 350. There's apartment and duplex, the 
duplex is at 1,250 gallons a minute, hydrant spacing at 350 feet. Then we get to business 
it's at 2,000 gallons a minute, hydrant spacing at 250. And hotel and heavy industrial is 
at 2,500 gallons a minute and the hydrant spacing at 250 feet apart. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. And so then the only things that have changed are agricultural 
and rural? 

MR. ENGLISH: Correct. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: By more than double for rural. 
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MR. ENGLISH: Yeah. I guess when the Code was first taken into place many years ago that 
250 gallons a minute been in place from the '70s as far as back I could trace it and like I 
said agricultural homes back then and now are probably triple the size. So by leaving the 
agricultural rate at 250 would be like trying to fight a fire with a garden hose. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And so do you want to comment on fire suppression systems and, and 
the possibility of, you know, people substituting that until a distribution line is put in that 
would allow the upgrades? I mean is there, is there a possibility for that? 

MR. ENGLISH: Okay. Right now, this is where a lot of people get confused in the Code. 
Basically, the Water Department has a code for everyone that is served by the County 
water system. Once a system is considered private ... I'm going to use Launiupoko, 
people out in Kailua, it's on a private system. They fall into basically the Fire 
Department is the jurisdiction of the water system. And back in 2002 we adopted the 
ordinance NFP A 1142 which is an ordinance for rural fire protection. And in that Code 
allows them, if they want to build a house today in an area that is not served by County 
water and is considered private, they can in turn put fire sprinklers in the house in lieu of 
some kind of fire protection for the outside of the house. If they were to subdivide the 
land on a rural, I mean outside a rural area, outside the County waterlines, they still 
would have to put the infrastructure in that I just gave you as far as based on the zoning. 
But if you have a piece of land that was existing for 15 years and you want to build today 
with no infrastructure, they have a choice of either putting fire sprinklers in the house, 
giving me like an on-site water tank based on the size of the house and construction, or 
bringing a waterline from the nearest source. Those are the options they have today. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: But that's only if it's a private system, water system? 

MR. ENGLISH: Yes. On a private system that the County, they are not served by County 
water. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: In other words County water is not available in the area or they just don't 
have any County water servicing them, they're serviced totally by a private system? 

MR. ENGLISH: Yes. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: And then, oh, I just lost my thought, the other thing you said was that, 
oh, this only works if they don't subdivide the land? If they do subdivide the land, then 
that, that doesn't apply? 

MR. ENGLISH: Yes. If they have to subdivide, then we're going to make them put the 
requirements in based on the zoning whether it be ag, residential, or like I said business. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay. Members, questions? Ms. Baisa. 
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COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: In regards to like Launiupoko, if they had a suppression system 
in the house and you have the raging forest fire coming, it doesn't help at all. So why do 
they have that option because they're in that fire prone area? 

MR. ENGLISH: A few of the houses up there, our, the Code also requires these homes to be 
within 500 feet travel distance from a fire hydrant or a standpipe. And some of the lots 
are, are large, they're beyond 500 feet, so some of them instead of bringing the waterline 
up or making, bringing their house closer to the water main, they in turn put fire 
sprinklers in their house. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Big help when you got fire at the door. 

MR. ENGLISH: Well, like I said, I did a few talks many years ago up there and my main 
concern was large land, maintain it, I mean keep 50, 60 feet. I talked about type of roof 
they should be using and that's something that we don't enforce right now. In some 
places like Oakland you cannot use shake roofs because what happened, I think, back in 
the '90s. So we don't enforce the Fire Code, I mean Fire Code or Building Code that 
way now but like I said it's something we can look into type fires, building material, too. 
Like I said prevent these kind of wild fires from catching on to the houses. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you very much. You mentioned something that triggered 
my mind while we're talking about, you know, fire prevention. And we have a lot oflots 
that, and, you know, individual property owners that have all kinds of opala around their 
house and overgrown weeds and God knows what else. I'm ... don't we have a law that 
we're supposed to take care of that? 

MR. ENGLISH: Since that Olowalu fire or Launiupoko fire we probably got at least 150 calls 
for overgrown lots, and there is a law that we do enforce basically anything over 18 
inches is considered like a fire hazard of dry brush or dead trees and we go out there, 
send them certified letters. I would say 50 percent comply, the other 50 percent just don't 
live on Maui, and we end up going to the bidding process to get those lots cleaned. And 
that takes like three to four months. By then the season is, the fire season came and went. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: So, so the thing you would do is you'd send them a letter and 
you'd say you got to clean this up and if you don't we're going to hire somebody to do it. 
And what do you do, you bill them? 

MR. ENGLISH: We take a lien on the property and right now that revolving fund there is not 
very much money to actually do the bid-outs right now. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: I see so we haven't really enforced it much is what I'm hearing? 

MR. ENGLISH: We haven't collected from some of the parties within maybe four or five years 
ago as far as taking the liens on the property. 
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COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Well, if anybody has country land I solve my problem. My 
cousin, the fireman, grazes his cattle in my land, keeps it nice and short. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Or maybe they could borrow the Water Department's goats. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Or maybe they want to borrow a lamb or something. But, you 
know, it does really help if you, you know, have some, some livestock. 

MR. ENGLISH: Some of the problem was if you, if you remember, think back, Kahikinui fires 
never happened ever since Hawaiian Home Lands took care of the lands. Maui... 
(inaudible) . .. went out on the cattle, two big fires in six or seven years. Launiupoko all 
cane fields, okay, they're gone, now we have just dry lots. . .. (change tape, start 
3B) . . .it's growing there and that's, now we have the, it's going to keep coming up as 
soon as these farmers move out and the land that you turn from ag and just sitting there to 
be sold or what they're going to be doing with it and it's been happening. 

COUNCILMEMBER BAlSA: Thank you very much, Scott. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Members, any other questions? 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Madam Chair? 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Mr. Victorino. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Yeah. Mr. English, you had mentioned about the change last year 
and adopting the 1997 Fire Code. And I think we had discussed that at the Water Board 
meeting when you guys first did this or attempting to do this how we could come, or how 
the Department could become more inline with you folks. Have you folks ever had an 
opportunity to sit down and try to align the water, I mean the Fire Code with what the 
Water Department is requesting or requiring of homeowners and builders? Have you 
guys had an opportunity to do that to your knowledge? 

MR. ENGLISH: Yeah. Basically, when we amended that section of the Fire Code I, I took the 
2002 standards that the Water Department gave me and I, I adopted that into our Code so 
we'd be consistent. And that's what we did. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: So, so right now what, what, like Mr. Starr had brought up is 
because you have, we have made this uniform change to comply that right now some 
people are being caught in that vacuum as far as wanting to build and the necessary 
improvements that we require ... the Water Department is requiring for fire protection. 

MR. ENGLISH: Correct. The Water Department has a little different rules from us as far as, 
I'm thinking what Mr. Starr was talking about, probably what the third structure on a 
property and that kicks in something, a different code from the Water Department side. 
And first part of your question as far as the 2002 water standards I'm not sure if it was 
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legally adopted yet by the ... because I think when it was put on the desk for adoption 
that's when the Water Board lost control of certain things and I think to this day was 
never really adopted the 2002 standards, Water Department standards. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Madam Chair, maybe we need to look into that also, because that 
was a very important factor in the changes that we were proposing back in 2002. And I'll 
be honest I think it got lost in the shuffle. I think it went back to the Department and 
from that point I never got anything more from them. So I mean just a point of order and 
something to look into at another point. And maybe I'll take it if it's alright with you. 
I'll ... 

CHAIR ANDERSON: It, it came from the Board when, Mike? 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Well, it came from the Fire Department--

CHAIR ANDERSON: To the Board. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: --to the Board for, for our adoption. And then right after that the 
Board changed from policymaking to advisory and I think it got lost in the shuffle. And 
it went back to the Department and the former Director was going to push it or bring it 
forth and I'll be honest with you, I don't know what happened. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Okay, well, let's find out about that. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Okay. Thank you, Madam Chair. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: Yeah. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: I'd appreciate that. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: That'd be helpful. 

VICE-CHAIR VICTORINO: Thank you, Scott, for bringing that to our attention. 

CHAIR ANDERSON: So, Members, what we're doing right now is remember I promised to get 
you small binders, they're on order. I might just go out and buy them myself and then get 
reimbursed because six to eight weeks, I don't want to wait. But what we're having Staff 
do is incorporate the comments that DSA has made and the Fire Department has made 
into the rules themselves. And we're using different colored ink so it's going to be easier 
for us to go through this. We're still waiting for some comments from the Department on 
the water availability bill, but hopefully, that will come up next week. We have kind of 
an unusual schedule this month, we're going to be meeting again next week. So all of 
what we've done today will be continued except for the USGS presentation. 
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So I appreciate everyone's patience today and if there's no further questions or 
comments, we're going to adjourn the Water Resources Meeting. Thank you all for 
being here. Lieutenant English, appreciate your taking out time in your busy day. 
USGS, also, thank you for being here. And Mr. Nagamine, my deepest apologies. He 
was here and didn't get his time up here, but hopefully, next week we'll get to that. 
Members, the meeting of July 23rd is now adjourned .... (gavel) . .. 

ADJOURN: 12:07 p.m. 

ERSON, Chair 
Water Resources Committee 

wr:min:070723 Transcribed by: Daniel Schoenbeck 
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